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Dear Sir/Madam,

This week is Volunteers Week, and we are recognising and celebrating the invaluable contribution

of the thousands of volunteers in Buckinghamshire, all of whom make a difference to our

communities, charities and groups across the county. If you haven’t already, follow us on

Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin and Instagram, to keep up to date with this week’s activities.

We also have information on the Holiday Activities & Food Programme (HAF) in our #FundAlerts

section, which has an imminent application deadline of 7th June 2021. 

RUNNING YOUR ORGANISATION

Small Charity Week opportunities
There is still time to book onto some of the events which are

running during Small Charity Week which starts on 14th June.

To see how you can get involved, have a look at our blog and

visit the Small Charity Week’s website to see week of events

that are being hosted by various partners.

There is also the opportunity for Bucks VCSEs to join an online

advice event for organisations running community spaces on

Big Advice Day. Run by Community Matters on Tuesday 15th

June (10am), the session will cover governance, health and safety, trustees recruitment and

more. To book your free space, visit Eventbrite. 

INVOLVING VOLUNTEERS

A message of thanks to Bucks volunteers
This week many of us have been marking Volunteers’ Week to
say thank you to our volunteers for their invaluable contribution
in the past year.  Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of
Buckinghamshire, The Countess Howe, has recorded a
message of thanks to the county’s volunteers – please share
with your volunteers. 

Wellbeing training videos for volunteers

This week Buckinghamshire Mind and Community Impact
Bucks launched a new training resource which will help volunteers understand the importance of
maintaining their own mental health, and to have practical strategies to do this in their
volunteering roles.

The mental health training videos aim to support volunteers who may be experiencing complex
and distressing cases, and need help in building skills to deal with these situations.

Please share this free resource with your volunteers and other volunteer-involving organisations
to help them look after their own wellbeing as well as others’:

Video 1: Looking after your own mental wellbeing as a volunteer – click here

Video 2: Setting boundaries  – click here

Video 3: Supporting someone else’s mental wellbeing – click here

Widening your volunteering offer

Bite-size volunteering offers organisations a chance to broaden their volunteer offering and allows

people to volunteer around their other commitments.

During Volunteers’ Week, we have held a three mini-workshops looking at bite-size volunteering

and how to develop these task-specific and time-limited activities. If you missed these sessions

and would like to know more, have a look at our Bite-size volunteering online resources and

contact us on volunteering@communityimpactbucks.org.uk or 0300 111 1250.

Help at hand for Bucks volunteer-involving organisations

During Volunteers’ Week we have held a number of special events offering volunteering advice to

local organisations. If you need help on any aspects of volunteering, we are here to help:

Book in for a free one-hour 1:2:1 advice session with Lew Headley, our VCSE and

Community Development Officer. Tailored to meet your needs, the session can give your

new ideas on how to recruit volunteers and trustees, and reviewing or developing a

volunteering programme. Lew has extensive experience leading volunteering programmes

and working with volunteers in Buckinghamshire, with a background in working with

children/ families and community projects. 

Keep yourself informed with our online resources including up-to-date information on how

to keep you and your volunteers safe during the pandemic.

Register your volunteering opportunities with the Buckinghamshire Volunteer Matching

Service to see if one of the registered volunteers matches your role.

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

Buckinghamshire Culture’s first ever
Open Weekend
 In celebration of Buckinghamshire Day, Buckinghamshire
Culture is organising an Open Weekend over the long weekend
of 22-25 July. Organisations – including businesses and
community groups – and individuals are invited to contribute
creative and story-themed activity to take part – for more
information on how to register by 21st June, visit
Buckinghamshire Culture. There are also two Open Weekend
workshops where you can get ideas and advice on planning

your event: Open Weekend Workshop 1 on 7 June (2-3pm) and Open Weekend Workshop 2 on
10 June (11-12pm).

#FUNDALERTS

New funds are opened up regularly; to keep up to date with the
latest announcements and for support on all aspects of funding,
visit our latest funding opportunities page, and read our online
resources on trusts & foundations as well as ten tips on how to
write a successful funding application.

New funds are highlighted below:

**IMMINENT DEADLINE** Funding to help disadvantaged

children access holiday clubs - In November 2020, the

government announced that the holiday activities and food

(HAF) programme will be expanded across the whole of England in 2021. Buckinghamshire

Council is inviting applications from local organisations to deliver holiday clubs and activities

and a hot food offer, as part of the Buckinghamshire HAF programme in the Summer

holidays 2021. Applications will close at 9:00am on Monday, 7th June 2021. For more

information and to apply visit Your Voice Bucks.

Funding for local activities that improve the quality of life of Paradigm residents and

their community - There are two types of funding available, Seed Funding for projects that

are community-led or are responding to an emerging community need (up to £1,000 per

project), and a Community Fund for larger community projects between £1,000 and £2,000.

For more information visit our Funding Opportunities page.

LOCAL SECTOR SPOTLIGHT

Community Garden Project

Buckinghamshire Adult Learning is running a series of free

online workshops throughout June and July, aiming to help

individuals develop their gardening knowledge and skills, so

their community garden thrives. For more information and to

view the workshop dates, take a look at their leaflet. You can

enrol by calling 01296 383582 or by visiting

www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk.
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