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9th September 2021

Dear Sir/Madam,

The website is now live for this year’s Santa Fun Run in Marlow, a great local fundraising

opportunity for charities and voluntary groups from across the county – read on to find out how

get involved and to access the ‘Charity Pool’. You will also find information on several upcoming

networking and training events including a chance to talk to Buckinghamshire Council about its

adult social care services this month.

RUNNING YOUR ORGANISATION

Local countywide fundraising
opportunity 

Thanks to a generous donation, we are delighted to be

sponsoring the Marlow Santa Fun Run (Sunday 5th December

2021) which is a fantastic local fundraising opportunity for

charities across Buckinghamshire. Organised by the Rotary

Club in Marlow, it is hoped that the event will raise £60,000 for

local charities with participants able to run routes anywhere in

the county, not just Marlow. This year there is also a ‘Charity

Pool’ of £5000 that will be shared equally between all fundraising organisations that raise a

minimum of £500: if 5 charities raise £500, each of those organisations will receive an additional

£1000. For more information on the event and how to enter, visit Santa’s Fun Run.

Adult social care services in Day Opportunities and Short
Breaks – engagement with Stakeholders and the VCSE Secto

Buckinghamshire Council would like to engage with stakeholders and the Voluntary and

Community, Social Enterprise (VCSE) sector as part of work to develop its Day Opportunities and

Short Breaks Services. It is running four events (face-to-face and virtual) to explore ways of

working together with the VCSE sector to support people accessing these services. If your

organisation would like to be involved in the events or for further information, email

DCSSandIntegration@buckinghamshire.gov.uk.

Event details are:

Face to face engagement events: 15th September (2 -4 pm) at Aylesbury Opportunity

Centre, Thame Road South, Aylesbury HP21 8TS; and 16th September (10am – 12pm) at

Chesham Opportunities Centre, Naiders Road, Chesham HP5 3DF

Webinar virtual engagement events: 14th September (10am – 12pm); and 30th

September (6 – 8pm)

Gift Aid awareness

The Charity Finance Group is encouraging charities to join in with Gift Aid Awareness Day on 7th

October 2021. You can get involved by downloading its social media toolkit and preparing social

media posts thanking those who #TickThe Box. Find out more about the event by visiting Charity

Finance Group. 

You can also find out more information on how your charity can take advantage of Gift Aid on our

website.

Webinar on equality, diversity and inclusion

Are you and your board clear about what good governance looks like in relation to equality,

diversity, and inclusion? Join the live webinar hosted by The Association Chairs on Wednesday

22nd September 2021 to learn more about equality, diversity and inclusion and the recently

updated EDI principle in the Charity Governance Code. £10 for members. £20 for non-members.

Find out more and to book by visiting The Association of Chairs. 

Digital skills in the charity sector – trends and support

The latest Charity Digital Skills Report, the annual barometer of digital skills, attitudes, and support

needs across the charity sector, has been published. This year, the report covers trends in these

areas as well as other topics, such as the future of work and what charities anticipate doing with

digital as we come out of the pandemic. Click here to download the report.

If your organisation needs digital support, Digital Candle is a service facilitated by Catalyst &

Platypus Digital which offers free one hour expert digital advice for charities. Find out more and

register by visiting Digital Candle. You can also look at Catalyst’s list of digital inclusion resources

which aim to address digital exclusion across the sector. It is a collaborative document so feel free

to add any useful links. 

INVOLVING VOLUNTEERS

Save the date – next Buckinghamshire
Volunteer Managers’ Network event
If you are involved with recruiting or managing volunteers for
charities, community groups or social enterprises that deliver
services in Buckinghamshire, don't miss the next Volunteer
Manager's Network meeting on Thursday, 21st October 2021
(10am-11.30am). Details will be released soon on how to book
but please contact Lew Headley if you have any questions in
the meantime on lew@communityimpactbucks.org.uk.

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

Funding launched to increase community-
led affordable housing
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) has made £4 million available through the Community
Housing Fund Revenue Programme to award grants to eligible
community organisations in England. For more information on
the programme and how to apply visit My Community.

Community Life Survey
The latest Community Life Survey, an annual survey of adults (16+) in England which tracks
trends and developments across areas that are key to encouraging social action and empowering
communities, has been published. The report’s findings on communities may be useful to support
funding bids or future projects. 

The National Disability Strategy
The government has released its strategy to improve the everyday lives of all disabled people.

Disability Rights UK has gathered feedback on how this strategy does not go far enough; you can
read its response to the strategy on its website.

#FUNDALERTS

New funds are opened up regularly; to keep up-to-date with the

latest announcements and for support on all aspects of funding,

visit our Funding pages, including Current Funding

Opportunities. New funds are highlighted below:

Funding for projects that have a positive impact on

communities, people or the environment: The Grants

for Good Fund aims to support small charities, not-for-

profit groups and social entrepreneurs who are

passionate about making a difference to people, their

community or the environment. The Fund will share

£10,000 between five shortlisted projects, resulting in

grants of £3,500, £2,500, £2,000 and two grants of

£1,000. As well as established projects and charities, the

Foundation is keen to hear from people with innovative

ideas that need funding to get their projects up and

running. To be eligible, applicants will need an income of

less than £50,000 in the last 12 months. With a deadline

for applications of 15th September 2021, find out how to

apply by visiting the Matthew Good Foundation.  

Funding to improve the lives of vulnerable young

people: grants of up to £2,000 are available to support

the needs of vulnerable children and young people who

have experienced a recent crisis or change in life that has

had a significant impact on their social and emotional

wellbeing and their education. Applications can be made

at any time. For more information and to apply, visit Buttle

UK. 

Funding to improve mental wellbeing through Arts &

Comedy: Comic Relief, in partnership with Walkers, has

launched a new fund to help improve people’s mental

wellbeing through arts and comedy. The Smiles Fund will

award funding of between £100,000 and £300,000 to

between eight and twelve charities in the UK for

proposals which use participation in the arts and comedy

to challenge stigma and provide community-based

support for people who are experiencing emerging

symptoms of poor mental wellbeing. The deadline for

applications is 15th September 2021 (11am). For more

information and to apply, visit Comic Relief. 

LOCAL SECTOR SPOTLIGHT

Charity Director Vacancy
Aylesbury Homeless Action Group is seeking an inspirational
full-time Chief Executive Officer to join them. You can read more
and download the application pack by visiting our Vacancies &
Opportunities webpage. 

If you would prefer not to receive this newsletter, you can opt out by

emailing info@communityimpactbucks.org.uk
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