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BUCKS CHARITY NEWS
Weekly bulletin from Community Impact Bucks

2nd December 2021

Dear Sir/Madam,

This week we are welcoming our new Chair, Michael Curth, to his new position on the Board –

 read about his vision for Community Impact Bucks in the Running your organisation section. We

also have news of the Rothschild Foundation’s Strategic Fund which was launched earlier this

week and prioritises organisations in Buckinghamshire or those operating mainly in the

county in our #FundAlerts section.

RUNNING YOUR ORGANISATION

Community Impact Bucks welcomes
new Chair  

At the end of October, Mimi Harker OBE stepped down from her

role as Chair of Community Impact Bucks. We would like to take

this opportunity to thank Mimi for her years of service and her

fantastic support of the charity, and we are delighted that she

has agreed to be an Ambassador for the charity.

Our new Chair, Michael Curth, joined Community Impact

Bucks as a Trustee in May 2020 and brings a broad range of

experience in IT, Business Process Improvement (BPI), and general management to the

charity. You can read more about Michael and his vision for the charity in his blog on our News

page.

Roundtable to support youth work   

A reminder to book a place on our Virtual roundtable for youth not-for-profits in the county on

18th January 2022 (1pm – 3pm). Attendees will gain an insight into the National Youth Agency’s

Youth Work Principles, discuss the challenges and opportunities in Buckinghamshire’s youth

sector, and find out how the Youth Work Principles fit into The Rothschild Foundation’s Strategic

Fund and how to address them in an application. (Read more about the Strategic Fund in the

#FundAlert section).  

Levelling up through employment    

The Government is setting out a ‘levelling up’ agenda across many parts of the country,

particularly in light of the evidence that COVID-19 has had a negative impact on

employment. Citizen’s Advice has published a report which looks at how the Voluntary, Community

and Social Enterprise (VCSE) sector is, or can, positively influence the levelling up agenda around

employment through co-production of local initiatives alongside local health and social care

delivery. You can read the full report by clicking on ‘Levelling up’ through employment: The role of

the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise (VCSE) sector in partnership with the health and

social care sectors.

The Chair’s role in successful flexible working     

The Association of Chairs is holding an online expert insight session on successful flexible

working on Wednesday, 8th December 2021 (12.30 – 1.30 pm). This session will equip attendees

with an understanding of the new and evolving concepts of hybrid and flexible working. They will

also explore the key questions you need to ask as Chair. Costing £10 for Association of Chairs’

members and £20 for non-members, visit the Association of Chairs to book.

INVOLVING VOLUNTEERS

Government increases accessibility to
volunteering     

The Government has launched a £7 million fund with Arts

Council England, Pears Foundation and NHS Charities Together

to help people access more volunteering opportunities across a

range of sectors including the arts and sport.

The Volunteering Futures Fund, totalling £7 million, will improve

access to volunteering through more opportunities, improved

training allocation and resourcing and will be available for arts,

culture, sports, civil society, youth, and heritage sectors. There will be a strong focus on young

people, those experiencing loneliness, those with disabilities and those from ethnic minority

backgrounds. Visit gov.uk for more information.

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

Mental health support for asylum
seekers  

If your organisation works with asylum seekers,

Barnardo’s Boloh Helpline service has expanded to support

mental health and wellbeing of adult asylum seekers across the

UK. This project is funded by the Home Office and is in addition

to their current service that offers support to children,

young people, and their parents. The Helpline will offer advice,

signposting, emotional support and 8 free sessions of therapy by qualified Barnardo’s therapists.

Find out more on the Barnardo’s website.

Buckinghamshire Culture Storytelling Festival 

Buckinghamshire Culture has begun to explore the concept of a Storytelling Festival for the

county which celebrates our literary links, but which does so in a contemporary way to produce an

exploratory multi-discipline festival.

The team is inviting individuals to join an online workshop to provide input on what a Storytelling

Festival for Buckinghamshire could look and feel like. To find out more about the workshops

on 6th January 2022 (5.30-7pm) or 7th January 2022 (12.30-2pm), visit Eventbrite.

Community Heroes Nominations

Do you know someone who goes above and beyond? Prezzo’s is looking to celebrate local

heroes who have done something thoughtful for their community and treat them to a fun-filled

night of pasta, pizza, vino with their friends and family. If you know a local hero who deserves

some recognition, nominate them for a chance to win. 

FUNDING ALERTS

New funds are opened up regularly; to keep up-to-date with the

latest announcements and for support on all aspects of funding,

visit our Funding pages, including Current Funding

Opportunities. New funds are highlighted below:

New fund from Rothschild Foundation for Bucks-based

organisations: recently opened on 29th November, the

Rothschild Foundation’s Strategic Fund offers grants of up to

£100,000 per year for three years to support projects,

organisational core costs and some capital expenditure. Funding is prioritised for small and

medium sized organisations with income of under £1 million annually, and for Buckinghamshire-

based organisations or organisations delivering a significant proportion of their operation in the

county. Its support for culture, sustainable food and young people has specific priorities. For more

information and how to apply, visit the Rothschild Foundation.

If you work for a youth not-for-profit and you would like to find out more about the

Strategic Fund, book on to our Virtual roundtable to support youth work in

Buckinghamshire on 18th January 2022 (1-3pm).

Funding to help the homeless: Help the Homeless makes grants to charitable organisations

helping homeless people return to the community and enabling them to rebuild their lives. Its main

funding remit is the regular allocation of Small Grants for capital costs (generally up to £5000) to

small and medium-sized charities only (those with a turnover of under £1m per annum). All

applications must relate to projects that assist individuals in their return to mainstream society,

rather than simply offer shelter or other forms of sustenance. Deadline is 15th December 2021.

For more information and to apply, visit Help the Homeless.

Funding for local activities: The Paradigm Grant Programme has two types of funding

available to support local activities that improve the quality of life of Paradigm residents and

the communities. Its Seed Funding provides grants of up to £1,000 for projects which are

community-led or are responding to an emerging community

need, and its Community Funding  offers between £1,000 and £12,000 for larger projects. The

next available deadline is 5th January 2022. For more information, visit Paradigm Housing.

LOCAL SECTOR SPOTLIGHT

Lindengate in Lights 

Join Lindengate for their illuminated night walk and nature trail

on 17th, 18th and 19th December 2021. For more information

and to book visit Eventbrite.

Mamma Bee’s Handmade Market   

Mamma Bee’s Handmade Market will be held on the 18th & 19th December 2021 (11am-4pm) at

The Open Door in the Chilterns Shopping Centre, High Wycombe. All stalls are free and will be

allocated on a first come first served basis. You can request a table for both days. For more

information please contact: info@mamabee.org.uk.

Congratulations to Heart of Bucks    

A huge congratulations to Heart of Bucks who have won the High Sheriff Award for outstanding

contribution in reducing hardship in the county during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

If you would prefer not to receive this newsletter, you can opt out by

emailing info@communityimpactbucks.org.uk
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